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THIS NEW BUILD IN SYDNEY WAS DESIGNED
TO FULFIL THE FAMILY'S WISHES FOR A
HOUSE WITH “NO BORING SQUARE ROOMS”
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Timbar window frames
bring warmth to the
white kitchen

An Impressive
skylight is the ideal
architectural feature
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HOUSE NAREMBURN NEWBIE
LOCATION NAREMBURN, SYDNEY
COST $2.5 MILLION

DATE STARTED JANLUARY 2012
DATE COMPLETED AUGUST 2013
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AHAMIAN NANHWAHVN

— “THE ARCHITECTURE

2, FEATURES A SERIES OF
OVERLAPPING VOLUMES
AND SURFACES THAT ARE
BROUGHT TOGETHER BY
A PROGRAMMATIC FLOW
AROUND THE STAIRWELL"
— MELONIE BAYL-SMITH

WORDS // PENNY CRASWELL
PHOTOGRAPHY // KATHERINE LU

hree design concepts underpin this

new home in Naremburn on Sydney's

lower North Shore. Commissioned by

owners Rachel and Rupert Haines, one
of the key instructions in the brief was for there
1o be “no boring square rooms”, In response o
this, the first concept is intentional irregularity.
The second also relates to unusual geometries,
but this time in a playful approach to the roof.
And the third is a striking double-height feature
wall in the stairwell made of sculpted Corian
along with what the architects have dubbed the
“De-Form Wall™,

The owners were very clear in their initial
briefing to Bijl Architecture. They wanted light-
filled spaces, no two rooms the same, a robust
house and a place to "live long™. Bijl’s Melonie
Bayl-Smith and Vanessa Tang-Lee took up the
challenge with aplomb, creating a house that
is constantly surprising and architecturally
innovative, vet simple and harmonious without
compromising on liveability.

“The architecture features a series of
overlapping volumes and surfaces that are
brought together by a programmatic flow
around the stairwell,” sayvs Melonie.

“Alongside this, the floor plates of the building
fold and shift, This allowed us to properly
leverage the unique features of the site,
providing environmental benefits and

design integration opportunities.”

Architectural interest can be found in
every room, from unusual angles in the line

Strip lighting brings
a modern vibe to the

0 ORen space
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WE LOVE THE

USE OF GLASS,
WHICH FUSES

THE CONNECTION
BETWEEN INDOORS
AND OUT
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ofa ceiling and the placement of a window

to bold strokes of strip lighting that cross the
main living space. Outside, the roof is the hero,
particularly at the front and side of the home’s
exterior. The contemporary roof line at the back
is contrasted with a Dutch gable-inspired roof at
the front and a zinc roof at the side that extends

Despite architect Melonie's Dutch heritage
(Bijl means “axe” or “cut” in Dutch), the Dutch
gable at the front of the house was not chosen
for this reason. “While it originates from Dutch
farmhouses, the Dutch gable roof is a typical
feature of Federation period dwellings — the
era that characterises Naremburn,” explains

a standard gable or double-gable front roof.”
This manipulation allowed the architects to
reduce the bulk of the building at the street front
to bring it in line with the neighbouring homes.
"By reinterpreting traditional roof forms, we
have been able to create a dialogue with the
existing suburban context through scale and

IEMAN NHOIWARYN /) 123roud

what's known as a cat's slide roof down the wall
to the ground, wrapping the building in zinc.

Melonie. “It also creates an interesting geometry
that could be more easily manipulated than

proportion while establishing a contemporary
aesthetic.” says Melonie.
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THE CENTRAL STAIRWELL IS THE

FOCUS OF THE HOME AND HAS BEEN
CELEBRATED WITH A DESIGN FEATURE
CREATED BY BIJL ARCHITECTURE, WHO
TEAMED UP WITH AR-MA TO DESIGN THE
DE-FORM WALL
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An in-built fireplace
Is & functional desian
feature perfect for
-cosy winter nights
The central stairwell is the focus of the |
home and has been celebrated with a design
feature created by Bijl Architecture, who teamed
up with AR-MA to design the De-Form Wall.
Providing the backdrop to a cantilevered stair
over two storeys, the wall is made up of a series
of digitally fabricated Corian panels. Corian 'Q 'Q I‘
was selected as the choice material after
a process of research, development and
prototyping with a CNC router used to create
the patterning, which was inspired by the local
ropography. Meanwhile, two skylights bathe
the wall with brightness during the day, while
lighting in the recessed handrail creates
a glowing effect at night.
For the owners, taking a risk with the
architecture has been an ultimately rewarding
experience. “For a client, the process of
commissioning something unique can be
daunting, but giving talented people freedom
has resulted in something special,” report
homeowners Rachel and Rupert. The architects
have been given the freedom to realise a creative
vislon in a multifaceted design that proves the
power of architecture to surprise and delight,
while providing a functional and comfortable
family home for the long term. & E
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"::* Architect and interior design 3 VESTIBULE W =
= Bijl Architecture 4 HALL =
5 (02 9958 7950 5 KITCHEN E
; oplarciulecture.com.au) & DINING ROOM :
= Builder Stuart 7 FAMILY ROOM =
;.5 Wilson Constructions 8 LOUMGE ROOM ;
= sluartwisonconsiruchions com 9 LAUNDRY =
o WC
N ANTEROOM
12 WERAMDAH
13 POOL
14 BEDROOM
15 EMNSWUITE
16 WALK-IN ROBE
17 BATHROOM
18 BEDROOM 2
19 BEDROOM 3
20 BEDROOM 4
21 SERVICE vOID
SERVICES
Landscape consultant Melissa FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS
Wilsan Landscape Architects Dining ream table DA AST
rmakssawilbon corm.au) (daast corm.ac)
Structural consultant Feature wall and door Coran
Engineering & Design Group (casfoom au)
(engineerng e sigrgroum. com.au} Wallpaper in main bedroom
De-Form Wall design AR-MA Bleux {Bleux.com.au}
and Bijl Architecture (ar-ma.net; Paint Dulux (Gulux corm.au) FIRST FLOOR PLAN
hylarchitecture.com,au) Polished concrete flooring
Stormwater engineering Y5C0 D Raffin & Co (02 9649 3455)
Geomatics (picogearmalics conm.au) Tiles Artedomus, Skheme and
Bisanna {arfedomus.com;
MATERIALS skheme.com; BEanna.com.au)
Walls Austral Bricks Carpet Cavalier Bremwarth
(ausiralbricks Com.au) (cavaherbramveorth.com.al)
Spotted Gum timber boarding Lighting Inlite, Koda Lighting,
Woodform Architectural Brightgreen, Superlight, Gardens at
(woodformarch.com) ng!'!r and Artemide 5 / M‘
Rendered masonry VMIINC tinlite.cam.aw;, kodalighting.com.au; (4 f'f’“df £
(Wmzinc.com.an) brightgreen con, suoeright com.au [
Roof, standing seam roof sheeting, Gan.corm.au; arfemde.com.au) Mln] lnal colour h.ils bt.’ﬁﬂ
guttering, downpipes and fascias Fittings Blum, Hettich and Hafele uﬁL’d in [h]& pmi[:{_[
'.:"---ZI- d (VImiZi .- nj‘". r?ljl . I'?II.I.IT:‘ rx.:r.-'u ."|.-"'. fich cormsal outsidc lhE Cﬂ‘]ﬁur Uf thE‘
ront door Axolot] (axoiofl comau) hafele. corm.au) : 2
Pavers and stone Eco Outdoos Door handles Style Finish materials of the build.
(ecooutdoor.com.au) (02 9957 6344) Whitc WdllS g]w: a ff.‘EllI'lg
Pool contractor Premier Pools Kitchen sink Abey (abey.com.au) &
(orafmierpodls. com au Tap mixer Kohler (au kohler.com) Of hgh[ ness and Spacel
Landscaper Manna Landscapes Water filter Bill: (bili comau) and thﬂ ('_I[']I}- addltl{}ﬂa]
(mannalandscanes. com.au} Fridge Fisher & Payhkeal
Bathroom tiles Lea Ceramiche (fisherpaykel comyau) EGIUUTS arc [h’U‘SE ﬂf
(ceramichelea.it) Oven Electrolux (electrolux com.au) the sun and the sea
Bath Cocoma Living (02 9667 2222) Bathroom basin Cocoma Living
Tapware Rogearseller and Just (02 9667 2222)
Bathroomware {rogerseffer.com.au; Washer and dryer Bosch
TS tathroomwarne, Conm. au) LOosch Com i)
Heated towel rail DCShort Fireplace Real Flame
(dieshart.com) (realflame.carm.au)
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ADD CHARACTER AND WARMTH
TO LARGE OPEN-FPLAN LIVING
SPACES WITH COLOURFUL HUES
AND TIMBER ACCENTS

01: Big Foot table from daast.com.au
02: NUD Collection Plumen light from surrounding.
com.au 03: Valje wall cabinet from ikea.comfau
Qd: Teknobill Zoom 113/ sink mixer from
reece.com.aw 05: Lemon chevron-pattern cushion
from idecorateshop.com 0B: Metric parsimmon
vasa from haveyoumetmissfones.com.au 07: Olsen
threg-seater sofa from daregallery.com.au
0B8: Eames chair from Nvingedge.com.au
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